" OF THE HOUSE OF ..DE,I_‘EQTES,: i

To which may be added the amount received into the t'ren'hry from the
1st to the 23d December 1524, . B

From clerks and sheriffs, - F PP ‘22!7 92 _
Taxes, = - ; o S LR :

b T

Total amount due 1st Dec. 1824, SR $79,840 91 -

Or nearly eighty thou.sand dullars, as stated in the agent’s first report, o , .

The statement B is a list of debts due for confiscated property, stock, and money lent, .which may be
considered doubtiul; the amount due on this }ist amounts, with jnterest, to between filiy and sixty thou-
sand dollars - Of this amount, upwards of lorty-four thoussnd dollars is duc by the Pracodent ang Direce-
tors of the Potomac Company ‘The agent had ordered a suit for the recovery of this debt in 1222, but
at the December session of that year the legislature passed a resolution grantirg the comgany.a turther in-
dulgence of two years, which has nearly expired. - The agent had also osdered suit on anotlier debt due
on this list, and would have recover cd upwards of sixteen hundred dollars trom the execu:ars of Francis
Deakins, security for Gustavus Scott, but the legislasure, at the session of 182z, released the claim, L

‘Fhe statement C, is a hist of old balances due, chiefly irom 1781 to 1786, on bonds lor confiscated pro-
petty considered invalid. The cebts dueon this list, with interest, would .amount to abuut seventy-five
thousand dol ars. : o R T . '

The statement D, is a list of bonds for the emissions of 1769 and 1773, and other debts duefrom sundries,
considered invalid. The debts on this list would amount, wiih interest, to about three hundred ano twene
ty thousand dollars, Of this sum, a large amovunt is charged to pubiic roads in_bkredevick county, Balti.
more county, and westwardly of Fort Cumberland, and to the puor house in Balumore county, _ _

With regard to the amount charged to public roads in Frederick county, the agent has lately met with
a correspondence, which took place or that subject in the year 1795, between Thontes Jubnson, Lisq. of
Frederick, and Randolph B. Latimer, I'sq then s:ate ageut, which satisfies him that the account vupght
to be closed on the treasury books; and the agent roon expects to receive such information, with regid
to the claim apainst Baltimore county, which wiih interest, will amount to about fitty thousand dollarr. as.
will enable the legislature, during the present‘session, cither to order the account o be closed, ortoadopt
measures for the recovery of the same. Fitty years have almost elipsed since the debt was contiacied,

 and theclaim was in the hands of several agents twenty-five or thirty years ago, and it is desirable that
it should be finally settled. ' SRR B P S

" The statement E, shews a list of balances due from sheriffs, &c¢ from the year 1772 to 1806, which are
alsa considered invalid, and amount with interest, to about forty-eight thoussnd doliars, On this list s e
debt due by John L. Gitson, formerly clerk of Harford county, sceruing from 1794 to 180, and awmonunt-
ing, with interest, to about eight thousand dollars; he is dead, and his estate insolvent, and the agent has
not been able to find any bond given by him the for thefaithful performanceofhis duty,as required by law,,

It is much to the honour of the county clerks of Maryland, that the above appears (o bethe only. ine
stance where the state has lost by those officers on the wertern shore, sincethe conimencenient of the po-
vernment in 1776 to this time; and there is not now any cne of them in arrears for debts due previous Lo

1523, and thé total amount due by all of them, to this Lime, does not amount, as per statement A, W two
‘thousand dollars. - ' - < ‘ . | o
By sheriffs a considerable loss has been already incurred, and of ‘debts considered valid, they oweabout
twenty--even thousand dollars But it is not the state alone that has sufiered by the default of sherifls,
many of their securities have been totally ruined, and it behoves the legislature Lo adopt such mrasures 8¢
will remedy those +vils, as far as is practicable. ° L : R , o
The act of December session 1822, chapter 217, entitled, «tAn sct for the tpeedy collection of the pubs
lic revenue;” has not only lessened the annual expences. of collection, but has caused psymerts o be
made more punctually into the tressury, a8 in cvent of defauit, for thiee months alter monies become due
and payable, the clerks orsherifis lose their commission of six per cent. 8till, in. repard to shet ffs
particalarly, and their securities. some fusther measvies might he sdopted, and the revenue arising trom
licences granted to retailers of spirituous liquors sktould be made paysble to the county clerks, who 1e-
ceive payment of all other licenses. . B : c ' ' S
‘The aggregate amount of ‘debts due to the state on the western shore, which can be considered good,
amounted, as the agent has alieady ohserved, on the first day of December 1824, to about -eighty thon.
sand dollars; and ti e total amount of ins alid dehts due to the state on I.he wesatern shore from the forma.
tion of the government to this time, with interest, would amouvnt simrort to five hundred thousaud dollars,

as will appear from the estimates made of the several statements hersunto annexed. -
Recapitulation. —Valid debts. L ' s ' _

Due to 1st December 1524, per statement A -~ " - . §79,8¢0 81

' . L Jnvalid Debtse -~ o ,

Statement B - . say* $55,000.00

- C S . 75,00000

D S ‘320,000 00
E . 48,000 00 .
- Potal invalid debts, - £498,000 00

unt, justly due, would be considérably lessthan the above som, eIl it will he
h the vigilant attention of the present, and every future legislature.

The state had agents from the year 1796 until 1801, both_inclusive, a8 wiil sppesr fiom the Matemens
marked F.. There was not any agent from I¥C! until 1:22, when the present agent was first appointed.
"I'he commissions of the tormer agents, and the amount he has reccived fur the Jast three years, also ap-
pears on the same statement. R R ' - . :

Probably the real amo
found large enough to cell fort



